
- AUGUST 2013 -NEWSLETTER

IN THIS 
EDITION:
• TRUCKIE SURVEY 

FINDINGS AND 
PHOTOS - Pg 2

• DISTRACTED 
DRIVERS ARE  
DANGEROUS - Pg 3

• NEWS IN BRIEF -  
 Pg 3

• LOCALS MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE  - Pg 4

• A BRIGHT WAY TO 
SAVE LIVES - Pg 4

• RAAG CONTACT 
DETAILS - Pg 4

ROAD ACCIDENT ACTION GROUP NEWSLETTER  - AUGUST 2013 EDITION

2013 QLD  
TOTAL FATALITIES

161
TRUCkIE REvIvER SHEDS 
LIGHT ON SOmE bIG ISSUES
After 340 sausages, 450 
cups of coffee and over 
700 hours of volunteer 
work, valuable feedback 
and suggestions have 
been gathered during 
our recent heavy vehicle 
survey at Waverley 
Creek rest area.

From May 19 to 22, 272 
heavy vehicle (HV) drivers 
were surveyed providing 
a significant amount of 
information on their working 
conditions, current and 
regular trip patterns, rest 
area requirements and 
other road safety issues.

Road Safety Coordinator 
Graeme Ransley said 
the project was also 
to undertake a post-
construction audit of the 
new rest area, which is 
located about 160km south 
of Mackay at St Lawrence.

“Most of the drivers rated 
the site as excellent, 
however, some issues 
became very apparent, 
often during conversations 
with the drivers,” he said.

“Two key issues which was 
raised in regards to the site 
was the lack of lighting and 
signage in the area,” 

“Currently the shade 
structures do not have any 
lighting. Drivers pointed out 
that they do like to get out 
of their vehicles, stretch 
their legs and enjoy a snack 
or meal at night before 
getting some rest.”

Lights would be a great final 
trim to allow these activities 
to occur as well as improved 
lighting when driving into 
the rest area and towards 
the end of the parking area.

STORY CONTINUES PAGE 2... 

Brett Hoskin, Bernie Lipponer, Neil Ridley, Cr Alison Jones, Billy Manton, Robyn Ware and Cr Chris Bonanno got 
involved with the Heavy Vehicle Fatigue Survey at Waverley Creek Rest Area.

QLD Road Toll Report as of 
14 July 2013 as per Department 

of Transport and main Roads 
Safety Statistics website. 
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The current rest area without appropriate lighting. An example of how it could be with improved lighting.

Another suggestion was to improve 
signage, advising caravans not to park 
in the HV rest area. 

Numerous drivers mentioned that 
they have had to continue on down 
the highway looking for somewhere 
to sleep due to the site being full with 
caravans.

The stop, which is the only HV 
rest area between Mackay and 
Rockhampton has space for up to 14 
B-doubles. 

More than 80 per cent of the 
participants highlighted that they have 
trouble finding rest areas to comply 
with HV fatigue regulations.

This comes as no surprise as the 
Bowen Basin spans across 4000km 
and has few rest ares with facilities - 
National guidelines recommend a rest 
area every 100kms. 

We are appreciative of the drivers who 
took the time to stop and complete 
the survey so that we can collect this 
invaluable information and would 
also like to sincerely thank all the 
local companies who pitched in with 
donations and support to make this 
project possible. 

Visit our website for the full survey 
results.

Some of the comments 
made for safer roads and 
roadsides:

• Improve road conditions and 
shoulders (four-lane national 
highway).

• More overtaking/passing 
lanes on flat roads, rather 
than hills.

• Truck-friendly driver reviver 
sites.

• Improved signage to warn 
of upcoming rest areas 
including less formal sites.

2013 QLD  
DEATHS AS A RESULT OF 
CRASHES INvOLvING A 

HEAvY vEHICLE



- NEWS IN bRIEF - 

 Queensland’s rising 
road death toll
As of 14 July 2013, the 
road toll was 161, which 
was 19 more fatalities than 
at the same time last year. 
Our newsletter pays tribute 
to the number of lives lost 
in Queensland by road 
accidents. We do this in an 
effort to raise awareness 
on the importance of road 
safety.     

 Roadworks signage
The Mackay and Isaac 
areas have more than their 
fair share of roadworks 
occurring at the moment. 
That’s why it’s important 
that motorists observe and 
obey all roadwork signs 
when approaching and 
driving through work sites. 
Roadwork signs are official 
traffic signs and if you 
disobey them you could 
face a fine, loose licence 
demerit points and/or be 
liable for any damage to 
roadwork equipment and 
materials. Slow down and 
read the signs.

 Driveway safety
On average, seven children 
are killed each year and 60 
are seriously injured after 
being hit or run over by a 
motor vehicle at home. You 
can prevent such a tragedy 
by always supervising your 
children when a vehicle 
is to be moved forwards 
or backwards by holding 
their hand or keeping them 
close. Although we don’t 
always remember this, a 
driveway is in fact a small 
road so teach your children 
not to use it as a play area.
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DISTRACTED DRIvERS 
ARE DANGEROUS

Driver distraction is one of the biggest 
issues on Queensland roads today. 

Types of distractions for drivers include 
talking on your mobile phone, reading 
or sending a text on your mobile phone, 
changing the radio station or CD, 
attending to children in the backseat and 
eating or drinking in the car. 

RAAG has previously ran a number of 
driver distraction projects in Mackay in an 
effort to encourage high school students 
to take road safety into their own hands.

The project encourages them to develop 
multimedia presentations which will be 
showcased to their peers on the dangers 
associated with distracted driving.

Due to the success of this initiative, 
we are pleased to announce that Isaac 
Regional Council has recently come on 
board and provided monetary support 
to have this project delivered to high 
schools in the Isaac region from August.

 How to avoid becoming 
distracted while driving:
• Turn off your mobile phone before 

you get in your car to avoid 
temptation to answer phone calls or 
read and answer text messages.

• Ensure children are securely 
restrained in the backseat and 
have toys or games to keep them 
occupied.

• If you are listening to the radio 
make sure the stations are tuned in 
before you start driving. 

EVERY DISTRACTION 
LEADS TO DELAYS IN 
YOUR REACTION ON 

THE ROAD.

NOTE: The above image is from RACQ’s driver distraction video. We encourage you to view the clip by either visiting 
their website, www.racq.com.au or by watching it at their RACQ TV channel on YouTube. 
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LOCALS mAkING 
A DIFFERENCE 
Moranbah auxiliary firefighter, 
Adrian Plahn, has dedicated his 
free time for the past four years 
to saving lives on our region’s 
roads.

His methods are out of the box, 
confronting and aimed to make you 
stop and think. 

For instance, one of his first 
awareness campaigns was the 
implementation of a full-sized coffin 
which he used to promote the five 
reasons people die on the roads.

The full-sized coffin highlights the 
fatal five – fatigue, speed, drugs and 
alcohol, seatbelts and distractions 
with photos and stories on accidents 

he has seen during his profession as  
a firefighter for ten years now. 

Currently Adrian, in support with 
RAAG, is working on a new project 
which is hoping to be travelled to 
local schools in the lead up to grade 
12 students graduating and leaving 
for schoolies.  

“The project is a car drop 
demonstration for students to educate 
them on the impact of an accident at 
100km an hour,” he said.

“We will be dropping a car from 40 
metres as well as role playing what 
happens when an accident occurs 
from emergency services arriving, 
people being treated and drivers who 
have disobeyed the law such as drink-
driving being taken away by police.”

To find out more or to get involved, 
email adrianplahn@gmail.com.

Page 4

A bRIGHT WAY TO SAvE LIvES RAAG CONTACTS:
From September, RAAG will 
meet on the second Thursday 
of each month - 10am at the 
Department of Transport and 
Main Roads, Gordon St, Mackay.  
* Please note that venues are subject 
to change so please confirm this via 
email, if you would like to attend. 

www.raag.com.au

Email: raagmackay@live.com.au

Postal: PO Box 6835,  
Mackay Mail Centre, Qld 4741

Chairman:  
Chris Bonanno 0408 775 788   

Vice Chairman:  
Noel Lang 0409 588 454

Road Safety Coordinator, 
Secretary:  
Graeme Ransley 0428 522 557

Adrian Plahn pictured above is one of the many 
dedicated volunteers who are working hard to improve 
driver education to save lives on the road.  

Did you know that driving with 
daytime headlights on has been 
shown to reduce crashes? 

It’s true, so that’s why Arrow Energy 
and RAAG have put their funds 
together in an effort to develop an 
educational commercial to spread 
the word and encourage motorists 
to turn their lights on and live.

The commercial which is currently in 
production will be on local television 
channels shortly - so keep your eyes 
peeled.

Arrow Energy’s representative said 
we are proud to partner with RAAG 
to share this important driver safety 
tip with motorists.

“You can never be too safe on the 
road, so we urge locals to switch on 
their headlights when driving - day 
or night.” 

For more driving tips,  
head to RAAG’s website,  
www.raag.com.au. 


