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LIGHTS ON AND LIVE
Arrow Energy is continuing its 
involvement in the Mackay Road 
Accident Action Group’s (RAAG) 
“Lights on and live” road safety 
campaign.

Arrow Community Relations 
Manager Glenda Viner said 
Arrow has signed on for its 
second year with the program, 
which asks motorists to turn 
their car lights on during the 
day to improve visibility and 
reduce crashes.

“Safety is a ‘must have’ at 
Arrow Energy and for all of 
Queensland’s coal seam gas 
industry,” Ms Viner said. 

“Research has shown that 
driving with lights on during

the day reduces crashes.” 

“Arrow is particularly supportive 
of this program especially given 
the number of road accidents 
on the Peak Downs Highway, 
between Moranbah and Mackay, 
and on arterial roads across the 
Bowen Basin.”  

“Arrow has done extensive work 
in managing the road safety of 
its staff and contractors including 
real-time driver monitoring, using 
a journey management centre, 
comprehensive driver training 
and a policy of no mobile phone 
use while driving.”

‘Lights on and live’ is an 
awareness campaign to reduce 
the severity of road accidents, 

especially on the Peak Downs 
and Bruce highways. 

Arrow is funding the initiative 
through its Brighter Futures 
community investment program, 
which upports local, not-for-profit 
community projects in our areas 
of operation, focusing on:

• health and safety: promoting 
safety, healthy lifestyles and 
liveability

• education: building sustainable 
learning and employment 
opportunities

• environment: environmental 
awareness and initiatives 
that sustain and improve the 
environment.

http://www.raag.com.au/
http://raag-site.classifiedmesh.com/campaigns-projects/lights-on-and-live
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After much anticipation, training and 
sponsor searching, PCYC Mackay is 
proud to be able to bring the Braking 
the Cycle Program to Mackay.

This program is designed for youth 
who do not have access to a car or 
to suitable supervision to help them 
obtain their 100 hours and progress 
from L plates to their P plate licence.

Branch Manager Kelsie Henderson 
said “It is only through the generosity 
of our valued supporters that we 
have been able to get this program 
off the ground. Our Major sponsors 
RIO TINTO have provided training, 
staffing and funding to ensure 
the program runs for 12 months.  
McDonalds, Autocorner and RAAG 
have provided support for the 
purchase and maintenance of our 
first vehicle.  The All Holden Club has 
supported our second car.”

RAAG have been supporters of this 
program for some time and we 
applaud them for their input in the 

program and for being the first of 
offer financial support to ensure the 
program runs.

The official launch was held on 
Thursday 31 July and it is now time 
to search the wider community for 
anyone who may be able to offer one 
hour a week, or more if they have 
the time, to mentor these youth.  
Mentors take the place of the parent 
or guardian and spend time driving 
with the participants to help them log 
their required hours.

For anyone interested, please contact 
tegan.philpott@pcyc.org.au or      
0408 610 501.

“Braking the Cycle of unlicensed 
driving, of unemployment, of low 
self worth and of social isolation 
benefits not just the participant, 
but the entire community. We 
thank you all of our sponsors for 
their support”. Kelsie Henderson, 
Branch Manager, PCYC.

PCYC MACkAY IS bRAkING THE CYCLE
SGT Kelsie Henderson, Branch Manager PCYC Mackay, testis out one of the 

   brand new ‘Braking the Cycle’ cars.
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2014 QLD  
TOTAL FATALITIES

109
QLD Road Toll Report as of 

27 July 2014 as per Department 
of Transport and Main Roads 

Safety Statistics website. 

http://www.raag.com.au/
http://www.riotinto.com/australia-9559.aspx
https://www.racq.com.au/
http://www.mcaleese.com.au/
http://www.thiess.com.au/
http://www.bmcinduction.com.au/index.html
http://raag-site.classifiedmesh.com/campaigns-projects/pcyc-braking-the-cycle
http://asciano.com.au/pacific-national
http://www.isaac.qld.gov.au/
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Mackay Sugar Chief Executive 
Officer Quinton Hildebrand said 
that during the crush, each year, 
a number of incidents occur as a 
result of motorists ignoring the 
safety risks associated with cane 
trains.

“Surprisingly, many motorists 
ignore the signs and flashing 
lights at cane train crossings 
and speed across the railway 
lines to beat approaching 
cane trains.”

“These actions are intolerable and 
could one day lead to a fatality.”

“Our locomotives travel at a 
relatively low speed, but they’re 
heavy and are often carrying a 
heavy load which means they 
can’t stop in a hurry.”

“We’d like to remind all motorists 
and community members, residing 
near our rail network, to be mindful 
of the safety hazards related to 
our cane train operations,” Mr 
Hildebrand said.

Before and during each crushing 
season, Mackay Sugar employs 
a multi-channel cane train safety 
awareness campaign to spread its 
safety messaging to the community 
and tourists.

The safety campaign reminds 
motorists to be alert when 
approaching cane train crossings 
and to stop at flashing lights. 

The campaign also urges parents to 
remind their children of the safety 
hazards associated with playing 
near cane train lines and crossings.

To improve cane train visibility, 
Mackay Sugar replaced the 
reflectors on all cane bins and 
installed additional reflectors 
during the maintenance season. 
Furthermore, Mackay Sugar is 
currently trialling a reflective 
paint, with 50 cane bins painted 
white, and a yellow reflective 
tape on each corner of all cane 
bins.

RAAG Road Safety Coordinator, 
Graeme Ransley, noted “RAAG 
is very pleased to see Mackay 
Sugar has replaced reflectors 
on the sides of thousands of 
bins for the 2014 crush.  We 
recognise the great liasion 
that exists between RAAG and 
Mackay Sugar and applaud the 
concern Mackay Sugar holds for 
motorists safety. 

DON’T GET CRUSHED DURING THE CRUSH:
A SAFETY MESSAGE FROM MACkAY SUGAR

Cane bins have been painted with a white reflective paint and sport yellow reflective tape, further increasing visibility.

http://www.raag.com.au/
http://www.learn2ride.net.au/
http://strategicmediapartners.com.au/
http://www.mackay.qld.gov.au/
http://www.ezyvehiclerentals.com.au/
http://www.thiess.com.au/
http://www.bmcinduction.com.au/index.html
http://www.singletransportservices.com.au/
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RAAG CONTACTS:
RAAG meets on the second 
Thursday of each month - 
10am at the Department of 
Transport and Main Roads, 
Ness Street, Mackay.  
* Please note that venues are subject 
to change so please confirm this via 
email, if you would like to attend.

www.raag.com.au

Email: admin@raag.com.au

Postal: PO Box 6835,  
Mackay Mail Centre, Qld 4741

Chairman:  
Chris Bonanno 0408 775 788   

Vice Chairman:  
Noel Lang 0409 588 454

Road Safety Coordinator, 
Secretary:  
Graeme Ransley 0428 522 557

NEWS IN bRIEF:
Toilets coming to Hazeldene 
Road Train break down pad.    

RAAG has, for several years, 
noted the absence of toilets at 
this very busy work site.  This 
has created compounding 
issues for wide load escort pilots 
(especially females) travelling 
many hours with no access to 
toilet facilities.  TMR has advised 
that toilets will be installed at 
this location. 

TMR Road Safety Grants 
Success!

Funding has been granted for 
a long awaited shade shelter 
at the Nebo Heavy Vehicle 
Rest Area.  The shelter will 
be completed as a part of the 
Rest Areas and Stopping Places 
project. 

TMR has also approved a grant 
application for an upcoming 
headlight conversion education 
campaign.  The funding will 
support efforts to create a 
sustainable education program 
that focuses on the danger and 
risk to safety that is posed by 
drivers who fit illegal headlights 
to their vehicles.

 

The use of “3-2-1 Green Reflectors” is to 
provide enhanced safety for all road users at 
stopping bays that are not formally provided or 
maintained by Transport and Main Roads (TMR), 
but show obvious signs of use by heavy vehicles.

The intent of this project is to provide those 
heavy vehicles accessing informal sites with 
forewarning that a site is approaching so that 
they do not brake suddenly or cause danger 
to themselves or other vehicles in the traffic 
stream. This is particularly important at night.

The green reflectors also direct drivers to 
stopping places where TMR determines that 
adequate sight distance and other basic safety 
provisions are provided. As the reflectors are 
visible both day and night, the scheme provides 
notice to drivers at all times.

The system of marking sites begins with: three 
green reflectors mounted on a guide post at a 
minimum of 500 metres, two green reflectors 
at a minimum of 250 metres and one green 
reflector on the guide post immediately before 
the stopping place.

The provision of these delineators has received 
wide acceptance from the trucking community, 
and is supported by the Australian and 
Queensland Trucking Associations. However, as 
these sites are informal, the location of “Green 
Reflector” sites is not shown in the Guide to 
Queensland Roads.

This project scoping is funded by TMR - road 
safety grant funding for 2013.

TMR advise over 95% of sites suggested thus far 
are satisfactory and these sites will be identified 
with reflectors and improved over time.

RAAG Road Safety Coordinator, Graeme Ransley 
made the following comment about the project, 
“[it] has identified many millions [hundreds of 
millions] of dollars of assets by the road side that 
are extremely well prepared, drained hardstand

3, 2, 1 - IT’S A GO!
stockpile sites, often already prepared for safe 
road train/B Double/HV access and egress, these 
assets are only being used very intermittently, 
often many years apart. 

Regular use of these sites, often unmapped 
by authorities, will in fact keep them open, 
encourage slashing and weed control, adds value 
use to valuable land, these hardstand assets will 
otherwise become idle and overgrown.

These valuable assets can be used for very 
important Heavy Vehicle fatigue management, 
certainly save lives.”

A typical site being audited for 3-2-1 informal heavy vehicle stopping place.

Wide Load Education 
Campaign.

RAAG would like to thank 
McAleese for their assistance with 
the recent wide load education 
campaign.  The campaign 
reached out to audiences via 
radio, television and Facebook.  
Educational messages were 
spread throughout Mackay and 
the Central Highlands.             

http://raag-site.classifiedmesh.
com/wide-load-education

 

http://www.raag.com.au/
http://www.peabodyenergy.com/
http://www.visualgraphics.com.au/
http://www.main.org.au/
http://www.main.org.au/
http://www.thiess.com.au/
http://www.bmcinduction.com.au/index.html
http://raag-site.classifiedmesh.com/campaigns-projects/3-2-1-green-reflector
http://www.arrowenergy.com.au/
http://civeo.com/%23
http://www.raag.com.au/index.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D23%26Itemid%3D24
http://raag-site.classifiedmesh.com/campaigns-projects/new-shade-shelters-nebo%20
http://raag-site.classifiedmesh.com/campaigns-projects/fog-and-head-light-education

