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The remains of a car which has tried to cross flooded waters.

IF IT’S FLOODED - FORGET IT!
With the storm season
upon us it’s a timely
reminder for motorists
that they should NEVER
drive into floodwater.
Many people who drown or
need rescuing have either
deliberately driven into
floodwater or taken their
vehicles into a potentially
dangerous situation.
Never drive through
floodwaters - find an
alternative route or wait until
the water level drops.
RAAG Chair Councillor Chris
Bonanno stressed that water
deeper than the bottom of
your door is enough to float
your vehicle away or splash

the engine, causing it to
stall.

The risks of driving into
floodwater:

“Even gentle moving
floodwater can wash away
the road surface underneath
which means you do not
know what you are driving
into,” he said.

> Side force on the vehicle
in a flooded creek can be up
to 100 tonnes, washed off in
seconds.

“Don’t put your life or family
members’ lives at risk. By
driving into floodwater and
getting in a dangerous
situation puts emergency
crews at risk as well.”
Every year people are hurt
or die trying to cross flooded
waterways. It’s not worth it.
So remember, if it’s flooded,
forget it!

> Many cars have computers
at sill level, if it does not
stop in the water it will soon
after.

QLD Road Toll Report as of
27 January 2014 as per Department
of Transport and Main Roads Safety
Statistics website.

IN THIS
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• Rest Up Rock Star
campaign - Pg 2
• A great way to
finish 2013 - Pg 3
• This year’s agenda
- Pg 3

> Once the computer
stops, the engine stops, the
windows and doors stayed
locked and passengers are
trapped.

• Reflector project
underway- Pg 4

How to stay safe:

• Member profile
featuring Fiona
Kruger - Pg 4

> Have patience, find an
alternate route or wait until
the water subsides.

• Slow down around
school zones - Pg 4

AIRBAG SAFETY: Did you know airbags can deploy at 300kph? Fitting incorrect seat covers has the ability
to affect airbag deployment which puts your safety at risk. Additionally, as a passenger, having your feet on
the dashboard in a crash can result in horrendous leg injuries. Make sure the inside of your car is safe.
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The MAC’s Coppabella Village Manager Denham Whitham signing a participant up to the campaign.

WORKERS TOLD TO REST UP
BEFORE HITTING THE ROAD
RAAG has partnered with local
accommodation provider, The MAC
Services Group to launch a new
fatigue road safety campaign aimed
at reminding workers in the Bowen
Basin of the dangers of driving tired.
The ‘Rest Up Rock Star’ campaign aims
to raise awareness of driving tired,
specifically amongst the region’s shift
workers.
The three month trial will be delivered at
The MAC’s 3000 room Coppabella Village,
the largest workforce accommodation
village in Central Queensland.
RAAG Road Safety Coordinator Graeme
Ransley said fatigue-related crashes are
a major issue within the Bowen Basin
because of the high concentration of shift
workers travelling to and from work for
long hours with insufficient sleep.
“We want to remind drivers that fatigue
affects everyone, regardless of age
or gender and the only cure is a good
night’s rest,” he said.
The trial will allow RAAG and MAC to

capture some valuable data on how
workers are travelling around the region,
while also giving drivers simple, easy to
follow tips to help them recognise the
signs of fatigue and to act.
The MAC Coppabella Village Manager,
Denham Whitham said when we first
started discussing the issue with RAAG
we realised it wasn’t just miners being
affected, but also our own staff and their
families. Many don’t realise the ripple
effect road accidents can have on the
wider community.

“We want our guests and
employees to think twice
before getting in the
car when tired,” said Mr
Whitham.
The campaign features a Whitsundays
holiday giveaway and regular driver
fatigue emails from RAAG with a focus on
changing driver behaviour.
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this year’s
agenda...
RAAG has grown with the
support of over 60 local
community organisations,
government agencies and
corporate organisations.
Constant campaign work
has engaged generous
sponsors who together
have provided financial
support of $100,000 to
improve road safety.

STRONG PARTNERSHIPS ARE A
great way to finish 2013

BHP Billiton Mitsui Coal (BMC) and
RAAG capped off a successful 2013
with a surprise addition to the
BMC end of the year community
partner event at Artspace Mackay in
December.

RAAG Safety Coordinator Graeme Ransley
and Chair Councillor Chris Bonanno took to
the microphone after BMC Asset President
Jacqui McGill (pictured above) finished her
speech of thanks to those who the business
has partnered with to address areas of key
community concern throughout the year.
Producing a novelty receipt instead of
the traditional mining industry novelty
cheque, Graeme and Chris thanked BMC for
their ongoing partnership which provides
financial support for the wage of the Road
Safety Coordinator.
“We wanted to do something that would
give everyone a laugh and also highlight
the contribution that BMC make to RAAG,
not just financially but through ongoing
support on the committee and through
communications with their workforce,” Cr
Chris Bonanno said.
The receipt will take pride of place at one of
BMC’s sites.

The growth of industry has presented
many opportunities to grow RAAG’s
network of supporting businesses and
road safety programs.
RAAG’s partnership with Rio Tinto’s Hail
Creek Mine is also a testament to how
business and community collaboration,
beyond financial input, can still broaden
and align safety goals that achieve strong
project outcomes.
Hail Creek Mine’s assistance to RAAG in
2013:

RAAG will continue to
collaborate with these
groups and the community
to ensure motorist safety is
prevalent.
New campaigns set for
2014 include:

> Speeding through road
works campaign.

> Scoping of the 3-2-1
reflectors project.

> Distracted Driver

program expansion into the
Isaac Region.

> Assistance to the new
Road Trauma Support
Group.

> McKenzie River Rest

•

Treasurer of RAAG.

area working group.

•

Contributions to newsletters and press
releases.

> PCYC learner driver

•

Drafting award submissions.

> Upgrade of Nebo Rest

•

Volunteering and participating in
RAAG’s roadside initiatives including
Nebo and Waverley Creek rest stop.

Many hours of teamwork contributed to
outstanding results across many projects.
The highlight includes RAAG winning the
2013 CARRSQ Industry and Business
collaboration award.

mentor program support.
Area.

The support and
collaboration to keep RAAG
running continues to be on
an unprecedented level and
we thank all our sponsors,
partners and volunteers.
Together we WILL save
lives in 2014!
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- NEWS IN BRIEF Reflector project
underway
The 3-2-1 Green Reflector
Project is underway thanks
to Queensland Community
Road Safety grant funding.
The project will scope
suitable sites on nearly
4000 kilometres of roads
in the Bowen Basin and
when complete will increase
safety for drivers feeling
fatigued and needing a
place to stop. The project
supports the need to
consider in the provision of
advance notice of informal
heavy vehicle stopping
places in rural areas of
Queensland.
Road rules refresher
Breaking basic road rules
contributes to thousands
of avoidable crashes in
Queensland resulting in
injuries and fatalities every
year. Fundamental road
rules about roundabouts,
merging, yellow lights,
safe following distances,
giving way and u-turns
are a problem for many
Queensland drivers. To see
how street smart you really
are, put your road rules
knowledge to the test at
www.hereforlife.qld.gov.au.
Slow down around
school zones
School zones are now back
in effect which means
motorists need to be
aware and slow down. For
most schools it’s 40km/h
between 7am to 9am
and 2pm to 4pm unless
specifically signed. Kids can
be careless and not look
before they cross the road,
so it’s important drivers are
alert and ready.

We live in a 24/7 society now where
everyone always has somewhere to be,
someone to see, a phone to answer, a text
to write. If we could all slow down and
breathe…..just for a minute…. Take the
time to enjoy the ride, it would go a long
way to ensuring drivers are more aware
and safer on our roads.
Q: What current or previous RAAG
campaign have you been more
passionate or involved with?

GETTING TO KNOW US..
We are shedding light on the local
community members who form RAAG’s
Committee.
This edition, we are introducing
committee member, Hail Creek Mine
Community Relations Specialist, Fiona
Kruger
Q: How and why did you get involved
with RAAG?
F: I have been involved with RAAG for 4
years now, as I have a keen interest in the
promotion of road safety across our local
community. Travelling safely on our roads is
a key issue, not only for those in the mining
industry, but for everyone across our region
and I enjoy being able to participate in
activities that promote and educate on road
safety and improving driver behaviours.

F: I am particularly interested in the
Distracted Driver education program
that will be broadened through the Isaac
region this year in a partnership with Isaac
Regional Council.
Q: Anything else you would like to
share with our readers?
F: Slow down……Breathe!......and Enjoy
the Ride!

RAAG CONTACTS:
RAAG meets on the second
Thursday of each month 10am at the Department of
Transport and Main Roads,
Ness Street, Mackay.

* Please note that venues are subject
to change so please confirm this via
email, if you would like to attend.

www.raag.com.au

Q: What is your main role within RAAG?
F: I have been the Treasurer of RAAG for
the past 2 years and also enjoy getting
involved in community projects that promote
road safety issues and educate the local
community about how to be safer on our
roads.
Q: If you could make an impact or
change peoples’ behaviours towards
road safety, what would it be?
F: I would encourage people to Breathe!
Everyone is always in such a hurry.

Email: raagmackay@live.com.au
Postal: PO Box 6835,
Mackay Mail Centre, Qld 4741
Chairman:
Chris Bonanno 0408 775 788
Vice Chairman:
Noel Lang 0409 588 454
Road Safety Coordinator,
Secretary:
Graeme Ransley 0428 522 557
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