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TAKATA AIRBAG RECALLS 
AFFECTING AUSTRALIAN 
CONSUMERS
Police are urging all drivers to 
recall their cars if their model is 
on the Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission (ACCC) list 
as Takata has supplied air bags for 
Toyota, Honda, Ford, Nissan, BMW, 
Volkswagen and Daimler among 
many others. 
 
“The recall involved approximately 
100 million vehicles around 
the world, including 2.1 million 
vehicles in Australia,” Sergeant 

$45M in additional 
funding for the 
Walkerston Bypass 
upgrade, bringing 
the total Federal 
Government 
commitment for the 
project to 
$120 million.
See page 5 for more.
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Casey said. Recalls have been 
announced in Australia for Takata 
front passenger and driver airbags.  
 
If car owners have concerns, 
they should contact their local 
dealership or the manufacturer of 
the vehicle.  
 
Please check the full listing of the 
current recalls here.

SOURCE: FEDERAL BUDGET 2017 /2018 (ANNOUNCED MAY 9, 2017).

LOCAL NEWS Sgt. Nigel Dalton of Mackay 
Police has recently been 
recognised by being conferred 
as a Companion of the University 
at CQU for his work in the very 
successful road safety campaign 
Safety Circus which was 
presented at all the local primary 
schools at the beginning of the 
academic year.
Nigel has been a great supporter 
of RAAG and we congratulate him 
on his recognition. 

SGT. NIGEL DALTON: Officer recognised 
by Central Queensland University.
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http://raag.com.au/
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/news/takata-airbag-recalls-affecting-australian-consumers
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NATIONAL NEWS

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

WA GETS AUSTRALIA’S FIRST ‘TEXTING BAY’ 
TRIAL ON REGIONAL ROADS.
WA drivers have become the first in Australia to 
trial ‘texting bays’ along regional highways.  The 
trial, concluded April 28, aiming to discourage 
people from texting or checking their mobile 
phones while driving longer distances. Five bays 
were set up in the state’s Peel and South West 
regions – three along the Forrest Highway and 
two along the South Western Highway - where 
drivers could pull over to check their phones.
Drivers are four times more likely to be involved 
in a crash if they are distracted by their mobiles 
and the trial aimed to keep drivers off their 
devices while behind the wheel.

Road Safety Commissioner Kim Papalia 
told ABC Radio a review of the trial would be 
conducted to determine if it provided better road 
safety outcomes. “The text can wait until it’s 
safe to check it and that’s the message that’s 
going out with it - the ultimate outcome is that 
we don’t want you texting while you’re driving 
behind the wheel,” Mr Papalia said. 
Source: WA Today.

In the US driving without a seatbelt is as 
much as a problem as it is in Australia. A 
recent survey found nationally about 85.9 
percent of Americans regularly wear their 
seat belts, according to the study. The 
researchers noted one other main factor that 
appeared to affect seat belt use was gender. 
Women (89.6 percent) are more likely to wear 
their seat belts than men (81.9 percent).

They also found regional variations in seat 
belt use can be explained in part by how 
authorities enforce seat belt laws. Drivers 
and passengers in the northern plains, for 
instance, tend to wear their seat belts about 
half the time. Overall the trend seems to be 
higher seat belt use in urban areas and fewer 
seat belts out in the country. 
 
But the people who don’t wear seat belts 
make up a disproportionate share of traffic 
fatalities: The unbelted make up roughly half 
of all motor vehicle fatalities.

However, Australia compares favourably 
with seat belt wearing surveys show that 
the wearing rates during normal driving 
are high with over 95% of drivers and front 
seat passengers using them. Back seat 
passengers have lower wearing rates (around 
90%). Despite this, neglect for seat belts is 
still claiming lives.
The message is the same however, Buckle up! 
Your and your family’s lives depend on it.

QUEENSLAND’S ROAD TOLL

2016:

2017:

FATALITIES

FATALITIES
SOURCE: www.tmr.qld.gov.au/Safety/Transport-and-road-statistics/Road-safety-statistics

ROAD TOLL: 7 from Mackay in 2017. 

Australia compares in 
seltbelt survey. 

DEADLY RESULT!: Texting while driving.

http://www.singletransportservices.com.au/
https://pacificnational.com.au/
http://www.resourceindustrynetwork.org.au/
http://civeo.com/
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RAAG IN THE COMMUNITY: 
TC Debbie a reflection 
from RAAG’s Road Safety 
Co-ordinator
I had cause to be on the road on two 
occasions, attending to trapped livestock 
during the severe weather event that was TC 
Debbie and share my observations.

Late in the evening, as heavy rain fell, 
I was amazed at the number of drivers 
who appeared to ignore fundamental safe 
driving practices even in appalling weather 
conditions.  I witnessed a car overtake my 
vehicle at speed when exiting a roundabout 
and fishtail across lanes. I witnessed several 
vehicles driving through swift flowing 
floodwaters. 

Driving Tip of the Month : “NEVER  DRIVE  ACROSS  FLOODED  ROADS”

The following afternoon, still torrential rain 
falling, vehicles would loom out of the gloom 
that was Mackay-Bucasia Road with no 
headlights.

We are all responsible for our driving 
behaviours please make them good ones. 
 
Turn your lights on, and live.   
Richard Incledon

If its flooded, forget it.
 
These images, courtesy of QLD. Dept. 
of Transport and Main Roads show the 
devastation to inland highway to Marlborough 
at Lotus Creek. 

A timely reminder of the importance of ‘if its 
flooded, forget it’, because the road you have 
travelled many times before could be washed 
away under the flood water. 

ARROW ENERGY: Lights on and Live education campaign 
in conjunction with RAAG. 

http://www.riotinto.com/
http://www.learn2ride.net.au/
http://www.strategicmediapartners.com.au/
https://www.arrowenergy.com.au/
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MEMBER 
PROFILE:
It can take an unfortunate 
event hitting home to 
force us to put things into 
perspective sometimes. I 
joined RAAG as I have had 
the unfortunate experience 
of a loved one being 
involved in a serious car 
incident. When you receive 
information that a loved one 
has been involved in a serious car incident time 
stops and you never forget that moment.  

Years later, I commenced work in the safety and 
compliance field in the resource industry and I 
found myself driving on Peak Downs Highway 
daily.  As a safety professional I wanted to see 
change, to see improvements and the only 
way I could see this was to get involved with 
RAAG. RAAG has been a powerful force working 
with the local authorises and talking to young 
teenagers who are about to embark on using 
our roads. To further understand crash casual 
factors I studied Accident Investigation with CQ 
University at their crash lab in Bundaberg.
  
We each have a responsibility to our family, 
passengers, friends, pets and other road users 
to ensure we abide by the road rules and set 
ourselves up for success on the trip. Plan your 
trip – ensure you and your vehicle are fit for the 
drive. 

Why is it important for me to stay safe on the 
roads?  So that I am able to continue my work in 
the resource industry and to continue to gather 
stamps in my passport. I just marked off my 
7th continent with a trip to Antarctica with His 
Royal Logieness, Sam Johnson from Love Your 
Sister on a fundraising trip for Garvan Institute 
of Medical Research.  Next trip – Caribbean and 
back to USA. 

Natalie Dray enjoying 
down time in Antarctica

SUSIE WHITEHEAD 
MEMORIAL REST AREA
RAAG is extremely grateful to individuals, 
community groups, organisations and 
businesses who have pledged resources and 
welcome the opportunity to recognise them 
when the Susie Whitehead Memorial Rest Area 
is complete.

The progress has been excellent.  Graeme 
Ransley has been working hard to secure 
additional funds and complete the applications 
and various permits required for the 
construction.

Most recently the Nebo community came 
together at the Nebo Town Hall, holding an 
auction. The results were fantastic, over $4600 
raised.  Auctioneer Trevor Shelley had the crowd 
in stitches.  The Nebo Rural Firies and other 
community volunteers ran the event, with 100 
items generously donated including a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to ride on a Pacific National 
Coal train from Coppabella to Hay Point. 

Help turn Susie’s dream of a shade shelter into 
a reality. Donate here. 

L-R Peter O’Hanlon, Joy Cooper, Louise Hanley, Christine 
Mirrar, Roseanne Jenson, Dot Lindel, Buffy Armstrong, 
Julie Keefe, Alaura Payne, Norma O’Hanlon, Elizabeth 
Payne, Peter Payne showing their support for the Susie 
Whitehead Memorial Rest Area project at the auction 21st 
May 2017. Photo courtesy G. Ransley

Natalie Dray

http://raag.com.au/
http://www.isaac.qld.gov.au/
http://www.mackay.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/raagmackay/
http://raag.com.au/susie-whitehead-memorial-rest-area/
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RAAG CONTACTS:
RAAG meets on the second Thursday of each 
month - 10am at the Department of Transport 
and Main Roads, Ness Street, Mackay.
* Please note that venues are subject to change so please confirm this 
via email, if you would like to attend. 
Email: admin@raag.com.au
Postal: PO Box 3105, Mackay North, QLD 4740
Website: www.raag.com.au 

Chairman: Noel Lang 0409 588 454 
Road Safety Coordinator: Richard Incledon 0455 022 299
Vice Chairman: Brett Hoskin 
Secretary: Carol Single 
Treasurer: John Frater 
Committee Members: Graeme Ransley, Mark Lalor, Geoff 
Bethel, Peter Lewis, Andrew Triffett, Nicole Biki, Darryl Martin

RAAG CONTACTS:

Alleviate traffic from Walkerston

RAAG has been pushing for the Walkerston 
Bypass for ten years and publically 
acknowledges the support of our elected 
federal member George Christensen for 
bringing together stakeholders to understand 
the risks to the Walkerston community.
 
See it unfold by clicking here

Noel Lang Chairman RAAG, Senator Matt 
Cannavan, George Christensen MP, Carol Single, 
Graeme Ransley. Photo courtesy Ian Single. 17/05/17

http://raag.com.au/
http://www.isaac.qld.gov.au/
http://www.mackay.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/raagmackay/
https://www.facebook.com/SenatorCanavan/videos/1467493613272710/?hc_ref=PAGES_TIMELINE
https://www.facebook.com/SenatorCanavan/videos/1467493613272710/?hc_ref=PAGES_TIMELINEhttp://
https://www.facebook.com/SenatorCanavan/videos/1467493613272710/?hc_ref=PAGES_TIMELINE

