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The RIPPLE EFFECT 
starts with you.
RAAG’s Ripple Effect education video 
was officially launched to an auditorium 
of attentive year 12 students at North 
Mackay State High School on 18th 
October.  Noel Lang spoke of crash 
statistics showing learner drivers to be 
the safest drivers on our roads but that 
turns around dramatically once they 
have their provisional licence which is 
the most dangerous time in our driving 
lifetime.  Invited dignitaries addressed 
the students before the unveiling of 
The Ripple Effect video.

The students and their teachers 
appreciated the clear message that 
choices we make as drivers have 
catastrophic effects on not only those 
close to us but on those throughout 
the community – the ripple effect. 
 
The Ripple Effect V2 project was 
made possible with road safety grant 
funding from the Qld Department of 
Main Roads.  

We have reached that time of the year when driving 
conditions will change. Christmas is approaching, 
and this means more traffic on the roads and 
some of us will be making longer journeys. Fatigue 
becomes an issue.  Fatigue is one of the fatal five.  

Overcome fatigue by taking a break from driving 
every two hours.  Get out of the car; stretch, walk 
around and refresh.  If you do feel tired when 
driving, pull over and take a nap, it could save your 
life.

With the wet season almost upon us it is time to 
once again to remind drivers, if its flooded, forget 
it. The road you have travelled one hundred times 
before might be totally washed away beneath the 
water. 
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Please take five minutes to view the 
Ripple Effect and share it throughout 
your networks.  It could save a life.  
RAAG extends heartfelt thanks to 
the family and law enforcement for 
their cooperation with and valuable 
contribution to the production of this 
education video. Watch here.

Noel Lang and Marshall Roper spoke with 
senior students at North Mackay State 
High School, who found the Ripple Effect 
presentation valuable.

A man in his 50s had to be saved by swift-water rescue technicians after 
his car became trapped in floodwater on the Gold Coast.
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SAFETY TIP By Noel Lang,
Chairman

SOURCE: ABC News, 23/01/15: Tom Forbes

3D ZEBRA 
CROSSING

HOW THE 
CHINESE DO IT3

SOURCE: CAROL SINGLE

http://raag.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OyFvAwYURHA
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LOCAL NEWS INTERNATIONAL NEWS

With changes to the Chain of Responsibility 
legislation coming into effect in 2018, a seminar 
held at the MECC on 25th October attended by 70 
representatives from local transport and business 
partners proved a valuable resource.  

Speakers from Queensland Department of 
Transport, National Heavy Vehicle Regulator and 
RAAG presented an outline of the changes and how 
local companies involved in the supply chain of 
goods and services can comply with the legislation.

Sponsorship support from Lowes Petroleum 
Service along with funding from Mackay Regional 
Council in partnership with the Resource Industry 
Network and RAAG made the day possible.  

I urge parties interested in increasing their 
knowledge of COR to find out more by reviewing the 
resources here.

In the small fishing town of Ísafjörður, Iceland, an 
exciting development in road safety has just popped 
up – almost literally. A pedestrian crossing has been 
painted that appears to be 3D - a cleverly-detailed 
optical illusion getting the attention of drivers, and 
slowing them down. 

Icelandic environmental commissioner Ralf Trylla 
called for its placement in Ísafjörður after seeing a 
similar project being carried out in New Delhi, India. 
With the help of street painting company Vegmálun 
GÍH, his vision became a reality.

Would this crossing near the school make you 
slow down?

L-R Richard Incledon (RAAG Co-ordinator), Noel Lang 
(RAAG chair), Brett Hoskin (RAAG vice-chair), Jay 
Harrison TMR Transport Inspector Central Region, Carol 
Single (RAAG secretary), Steve Ziebarth (NHVR Policy 
Advisor Regulatory Compliance)

SOURCE: IAN SINGLE

SOURCE: LINDA BJÖRK PÉTURSDÓTTIR

Iceland Paints 3D zebra 
crosswalk in an attempt to 
slow down speeding cars 

Helping our transport 
operators stay compliant
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http://www.singletransportservices.com.au/
https://pacificnational.com.au/
http://www.resourceindustrynetwork.org.au/
http://civeo.com/
https://www.nhvr.gov.au/safety-accreditation-compliance/chain-of-responsibility/cor-gap-assessment
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Driving Tip of the Month : SHARE REST AREAS WITH ALL DRIVERS.

Chinese learner drivers

Enormous amounts of energy can be released by 
a tyre explosion.  Pyrolysis related explosions are 
unpredictable and have occurred immediately or up to 
24 hours after initiation.

Whenever excess heat is developed in, or applied to a 
tyre, it can initiate a process within the tyre known as 
pyrolysis.  

Pyrolysis is very serious.  Find out more from Workplace 
Health and Safety Queensland. Read more here. 

RAAG’s Brett Hoskin was a guest speaker at the 
International Forum of Vehicle Driver Training and 
Road Safety in Beijing, China, speaking on how to 
improve the quality of driver trainers and coaches.

As one of 300 attendees, Brett was a guest 
representing Australia alongside guests from 
Germany, UK, USA, India, Taiwan and China. 

Reads Brett’s insights from this experience and see 
more photos by clicking here. 

Watch as Rod Hannifey explains to motorists the 
importance of sharing rest stops with trucks.  He 
explains in simple terms the issues faced by truck 
drivers when they have no space for pull up.  

The importance of sharing rest stops with trucks is 
emphasised, as Rod explains the fines and safety 
issues faced if truck drivers have no space to pull up.  
A demonstration of simple parking etiquette as well 
as how to use the space most effectively is shown 
from a Birdseye view. 

Rod explains that education is key and has long 
worked with many caravan groups over the years 
with the aim of educating them.  Some very good 
points raised, worth watching. Click here to watch. 

Rod Hannifey demonstrates the sharing of rest stops.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS NATIONAL NEWS
International Forum on 
Vehicle Driver Training and 
Road Safety in Beijing

Tyre Pyrolysis – what is it?

How to share rest areas:

http://www.riotinto.com/
http://www.learn2ride.net.au/
http://www.strategicmediapartners.com.au/
https://www.arrowenergy.com.au/
http://raag.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Tyre-Pyrolysis.pdf
http://raag.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/brett-hoskin-Roundup-china.pdf
https://www.ownerdriver.com.au/industry-news/1710/how-to-share-rest-areas?utm_source=ttr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=article1_title&utm_campaign=OwnerDriver&utm_term=list_ownerdriver_newsletter
https://www.ownerdriver.com.au/industry-news/1710/how-to-share-rest-areas?utm_source=ttr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=article1_title&utm_campaign=OwnerDriver&utm_term=list_ownerdriver_newsletter
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RAAG CONTACTS:
RAAG meets on the second Thursday of each 
month - 10am at the Department of Transport 
and Main Roads, Ness Street, Mackay.

AGM held 9th November 2017 electing 2017/2018 office bearers.

* Please note that venues are subject to change so please confirm this 
via email, if you would like to attend. 
Email: admin@raag.com.au
Postal: PO Box 3105, Mackay North, QLD 4740
Website: www.raag.com.au 

Chairman: Noel Lang 0409 588 454 
Road Safety Coordinator: Richard Incledon 0455 022 299
Vice Chairman: Brett Hoskin 
Secretary: Carol Single 
Treasurer: John Frater 
Committee Members: Graeme Ransley, Cr. Geoff Bethel,
Cr. Kev Casey

RAAG CONTACTS:

Distraction. RAAG’s focus in 
2018.

In the News:

Your new look Round Up
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1300 663 277www.lowespetrol.com.au

Can you help? 
Distraction while driving include all distractions and 
modern technology such as a mobile phone, complex 
sound system, onboard DVD player, satellite navigation 
and tablet device.  Distractions are a contributing factor 
in a significant number of crashes including fatal road 
crashes. 

RAAG is seeking to secure funding to employ a consultant 
who will, in early 2018, develop a comprehensive 
research study in the Mackay region determining 
behaviours and attitudes toward distractions.  

One aim of this proposed comprehensive study is to 
embark on targeted promotional campaigns which will 
educate and motivate drivers around distractions. 

Why is using a mobile phone while driving dangerous?  
Using a mobile phone while driving is distracting in the 
following ways:
Physical distraction – the driver’s hand is moved from 
the steering wheel
Visual distraction – the driver’s eyes are diverted from 
the road
Cognitive distraction – talking on a phone while 
driving causes lapses in concentration, attention and 
judgement as the driver’s attention is divided between 
the driving task and conversation.

If you or your business can assist RAAG financially or 
in kind with this proposed distraction project to reduce 
incidence of distracted driving, please make contact 
with RAAG Chairman Noel Lang for a confidential 
discussion.

RAAG Life Member and Sectetary, Carol Single 
spoke with Diesel Magazine, highlighting to the rest 
of Australia’s trucking and transtport community 
that Walkerston’s Dutton Street is the major freight 
route west of Mackay, and despite massive growth in 
mining since the early 1970s, this section 
of the highway is largely 
untouched.
 
This is a topic close to our 
hearts and RAAG. Click here 
to read the full interview with 
Carol Single as publised.

It is sad to see the Mackay road toll at 18 fatalities, 
one up on same time last year. A plea goes out to all 
drivers to slow down and stay safe over the holidays.

The feedback RAAG has received after recent editions 
of Round Up has been positive.  Our readers are 
communicating that Round Up’s content is informative 
and useful.  RAAG is pleased to welcome our 2018 
Round Up partner, Lowes Petroleum Service.  Lowes’ 
financial contribution to Round Up will ensure it 
continues to bring you road safety news each quarter.    

QUEENSLAND’S ROAD TOLL

2016:

2017:

2017:
MACKAY’S ROAD TOLL

TO DATE

TO DATE

FATALITIES

FATALITIES

FATALITIES

SOURCE: www.tmr.qld.gov.au/Safety/Transport-and-road-statistics/Road-safety-statistics

Never send or read text messages 
whilst driving (even when stopped 
at a red light). Pull over safely and 
park your vehicle before using your 
mobile phone. Read more.

Safety Tip

http://raag.com.au/
http://www.isaac.qld.gov.au/
http://www.mackay.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/raagmackay/
http://raag.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/RAAG-Walkerston-Bypass-Diesel-Magazine-Nov-Dec-issue-20172.pdf
www.tmr.qld.gov.au/Safety/Transport-and-road-statistics/Road-safety-statistics
https://research.qut.edu.au/carrsq/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/2017/04/Mobile-phone-distraction.pdf

