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2015 Queensland Road Safety Awards from left: Jason Costigan, MP, Mark Bailey, MP, Julie Ann Gilbert, MP, Carol Single
(holding the award for innovation), Noel Lang, Bob Sim, Graeme Ransley, Cr. Chris Bonano and Brett Hoskin.

RAAG WINS FOR INNOVATION
The Queensland Road Safety awards
ceremony and workshop was held
at the Mackay Entertainment and
Convention Centre on August 20th.
This event, produced and managed
by CARRS-Q, included the 2015
Queensland Road Safety Awards and
Community Engagement Workshop.
The Queensland Road Safety Awards
recognised the outstanding efforts of
individuals and groups who initiated
projects or programs to improve
safety on Queensland roads.
The
Community
Engagement
Workshop
was
designed
to
educate and inform key community
representatives, responsible for
community road safety activities.
These representatives will be able

to embed information presented
into future programs, policies and
projects.
Representatives from community
and not-for-profit organisations,
state and local government
agencies, schools, local businesses
and
individuals
involved
in
community road safety initiatives
were invited to participate.
This year, Minister for Main Roads,
Road Safety and Ports - the
Hon. Mark Bailey, MP, presented
the winner and commendation
certificates at the event.
RAAG was presented with the
2015 Queensland Road Safety
Innovation Award for the “Heavy
Vehicle Decals Project”.
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Vast improvement in visibility of signs.

New School Signage At
Walkerston State School
Transport and Main Roads has installed new, flashing ‘School Zone’
signs within the vicinity of Walkerston State School in recent months.
This is a great safety improvement for children and residents who utilise
the zebra crossing in Walkerston, especially during school times.
The old sign was a major safety issue, identified by RAAG – the
lone sign was extremely difficult to see in the shade, hidden by an
overhanging tree.

The new signs are placed in
prominent positions on both
sides of the road, they show
the speed limit and school
times, and also incorporate
flashing lights to gain attention
of passing motorists.

Can you find the sign?

This is a step forward for
the safety of pedestrians in
Walkerston, especially school
children – the bigger issue
of heavy vehicles travelling
this route still needs to be
addressed.

2014 QLD

TOTAL FATALITIES

164
2015 QLD

TOTAL FATALITIES

194

QLD Road Toll Report as of
25 October 2015 as per Department
of Transport and Main Roads Safety
Statistics website.
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ATA Safety Truck Visits Mackay

RAAG members check out the ATA safety truck.
The Australian Trucking Association’s travelling
road safety exhibition, the Safety Truck, opened
its doors in Mackay on Tuesday 6 October.
The Safety Truck travels to shows and
exhibitions around Australia, where it uses
animated videos, custom road safety apps and
live presentations to show road users how to
share the road safely with heavy vehicles.
ATA Communications Manager, Steve Power,
said the Safety Truck messages were particularly
important for young drivers in regional Australia.

and avoiding truck blind spots.
We’re proud to partner with the Mackay Road
Accident Action Group (RAAG) and Carol and Ian
Single from Single Transport Services to bring
the Safety Truck to the Mackay community, and
particularly local schools in the area.
I’d also like to thank Blenner’s Transport and
Rocky’s Own Transport for their support in bringing
the Safety Truck to North Queensland” he said.

“We know a lot of our younger drivers
aren’t ever specifically taught how to
drive safely around heavy vehicles – it’s
not included in your L or P plate tests,” Mr
Power said.
“Inside the Safety Truck, visitors could test out
their skills with our road safety app and learn about
the truckies top tips, which include not cutting in
front of trucks, staying back from turning vehicles,

RAAG members leave with goody bag in hand, to
head back to the October RAAG monthly meeting.
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Blindspots:
No Surprise

Planning for and implementing up to
twenty actions/campaigns per annum
at RAAG Graeme’s attention to detail
when it mattered most was integral
to the success of these road safety
initiatives. He would not and did not
give up until the aim was achieved.

By Brett Hoskin

Modern motor vehicles are
increasingly difficult to see out
of from the driver’s position,
compared to vehicles from 20
or 30 years ago.
This has been somewhat
overlooked with little or no
education presented in the
mainstream.
An increase in B pillar size to
accommodate airbags and
side impact protection has
reduced vision. The increased
rake of windscreens, side
mirrors, snorkels on 4wd
vehicles and the reduction in
roof size to allow for greater
aerodynamics
and
fuel
savings have all combined to
result in a very long and wide
A pillar.
This creates an extremely
large blind spot when looking
to the left or right from the
driver’s position.
Some vehicles are now fitted
with blind spot proximity
sensors. However, this type
of intervention, while state
of the art and very positive,
should not reduce driver
awareness.
There is a need to consciously
manage blind spots and not
rely on technology alone.
Blind spots are everywhere,
and the best form of
management is to create
enough time – time allows
one or both vehicles to move
out of the blind spot and be
seen.
Don’t let your blind spot
surprise you.

Relentless in pursuit of road safety
- Graeme Ransley

In this edition we profile former
Road Safety Coordinator &
Secretary of RAAG, Mr Graeme
Ransley.
This profile is submitted from
observations of Graeme made by Tracey
Dean from Strategic Media Partners.
“I first worked alongside Graeme in a
professional capacity back in October
2004. Qualities I saw in Graeme, at
that time managing director of Mackay
Tyrepower, were the same qualities he
not only brought to his later role within
RAAG, but qualities he lives by.
Passion, intellect, knowledge, honesty,
relatability, good common sense, serious
but fair, strong family values and overall
someone you can easily enjoy spending
time with are qualities I have seen in
Graeme.
Graeme’s ability to negotiate with
stakeholders and influencers, local,
state or national government ministers
and representative and other road
safety and industry figures is second to
none. Graeme’s opinions on road safety
are held in the highest regard across a
multitude of industry bodies including
the fuel and trucking industries. His
ability to influence public debate and
the way he could work the media, not
just locally, in my mind no doubt would
have contributed to lives saved on our
roads.

Always a team player, Graeme was
astute to the fact that while he may
have been the public “face” of RAAG,
the organisation consists of many,
many talented individuals and would
often quote the level of experience
and expertise coming together in one
room on the second Thursday of each
month.
Talented individuals under
Graeme’s guidance and the guidance
of the committee working towards a
common goal – improved road safety
of all road users.
One thousand thankyous Graeme;
an absolute pleasure knowing and
learning from you.”

RAAG CONTACTS:
RAAG meets on the second
Thursday of each month 10am at the Department of
Transport and Main Roads,
Ness Street, Mackay.
* Please note that venues are subject
to change so please confirm this via
email, if you would like to attend.

www.raag.com.au
Email: admin@raag.com.au
Postal: PO Box 6835,
Mackay Mail Centre, Qld 4741
Chairman:
Chris Bonanno 0408 775 788
Vice Chairman:
Noel Lang 0409 588 454
Road Safety Coordinator,
Secretary:
Lindsay Birch 0455 022 299
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