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Both of Mackay’s major sugar milling 
companies have reported on this year’s 
crush with 5 incidents being reported. 
Luckily there were no major injuries 
reported but it is a timely reminder to 
pay extra attention when approaching 
crossings.

We are now three quarters of the way 
through this year’s crush so it would be a 
wonderful achievement if those were the 
only incidents for the year.  
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RAAG IN THE 
COMMUNITY
For the past 12 months RAAG has 

been involved as a community 

partner with the Queensland 

Government’s Department of Child 

Safety in its Restorative Justice 

Conferencing program specifically 

relating to road traffic offences.

The program works with young 

people aged between 10-17 who 

are subject to Youth Justice orders.

RAAG attends the conferences as 

a community support person with 

knowledge and experience in road 

safety matters to engage in the 

discussion to highlight the risks 

and dangers of committing traffic 

offences. It also highlights to young 

people the dangers of irresponsible 

driving practices with potentially 

fatal outcomes.

As part of the process the RAAG 

attendee encourages the young 

person to share their experiences 

with the aim of promoting safe 

driving within our community.
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Reconstruction works are in full swing on Marlborough–Sarina Road, 
damaged when Cyclone Debbie crossed the Queensland coast in 
March 2017.
 A major milestone in the reconstruction will be achieved with the road 
set to re-open under traffic control in October 2018. Delays of up to 
15 minutes are still likely to occur along the route, which will remain 
a construction site until project completion. Completion remains on 
track for December this year.

Eligible reconstruction works are jointly funded by the Commonwealth 
and Queensland Governments under the Natural Disaster Relief and 
Recovery Arrangements (NDRRA).  

As part of the Mackay Ring Road stage 1, piling activities for the Peak 
Downs Highway overpass have been underway since April.  This 
overpass will have a clearance of 5.5m to ensure oversize vehicles 
and equipment can continue to be transported along the highway. 

The Peak Downs Highway overpass is the largest of the 13 bridges 
and overpasses included in the 11.3km project, which is expected to 
be completed by early 2020, weather permitting.  

Works are also progressing on the Eton Range Realignment Project 
on the Peak Downs Highway, with the largest reinforced earth 
embankment on the project reaching fifty per cent completion in June 
2018. 

This embankment is being built to widen the lanes around the upper 
hair-pin bend to two lanes in each direction. 

Significant progress has also been achieved on culvert works at the 
bottom of the range. 

Works are expected to be completed in mid to late 2019, weather 
permitting.

RAAG anticipates considerable improvements in road safety and 
fatigue reduction when these projects completed, completion of the 
ring road will start the long awaited Walkerston Bypass anticipated 
due to commence mid 2020.

Progress made on the upgrade to Eton Range

Piling activities for the Peak Downs Highway 
overpass as part of the Mackay Ring Road project. 

SARINA  RANGE  UPGRADE
The link below is a great video of how difficult and 
complicated this job has been.
https://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/Projects/Name/S/Sarina-
Range-reconstruction-project

Mackay Ring Road: 
Piling works underway on the Peak Downs Highway

Source: www.tmr.qld.gov.au

Source: www.tmr.qld.gov.au

Aerial image on the rebuild of Sarina Range
Source: www.tmr.qld.gov.au

http://www.singletransportservices.com.au/
https://pacificnational.com.au/
http://www.resourceindustrynetwork.org.au/
http://civeo.com/
https://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/Projects/Name/S/Sarina-Range-reconstruction-project
https://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/Projects/Name/S/Sarina-Range-reconstruction-project


I have been aware of road 
safety my whole life and 
probably like most people 
I have spent a good part of 
my time being busy raising 
a family, running my own 
business and playing sport 
so I didn’t think too much 
more about it. When I was 
elected to Council in 2004 I 
began an association with 
Graeme Ransley from RAAG who was interested about 
Council’s policies and what Council could do to help the 
RAAG organisation. The portfolio I held was that of Roads 
and Drainage so it fitted in well with what I could do for 
RAAG.

Over the last few years it has been a pleasure to be the 
conduit between Council and RAAG. It can be a challenge 
balancing saying what can be said and what can’t because 
Council has its own priorities and I, as part of Council, have 
to abide by these . Having said that we have been able to 
achieve many things together to get a better outcome for 
road safety in our community. The relationships between 
Council, TMR and RAAG is also very important and we are 
blessed to have people in all of those organisations who 
are right  behind road safety and most importantly get 
along with each other and have an eye on the end game of 
saving lives through improved road safety. 

I have had a great time being part of RAAG and can only 
recommend the organisation to everyone and say to 
people if you care about road safety don’t hesitate and 
join RAAG.

Click here to join RAAG: admin@raag.com.au
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The National Road Safety Partnership Program (NRSPP) 
offers a collaborative network to support Australian 
businesses in developing a positive road safety culture. 
It’s about saving lives without the red tape.

Partners within the NRSPP recognise road safety not 
as a competitive advantage but as a shared advantage. 
Collaboration will not only increase productivity but save 
lives.

From senior management to workers, a positive road 
safety culture is everyone’s responsibility.

The NRSPP aims to help Australian organisations develop 
a positive road safety culture and, in turn, become an 
example for others to enhance road safety nationally.

This is achieved by building and sharing knowledge of 
effective strategies to reduce road-related trauma, and to 
foster national networks and collaboration for the benefit 
of improving road safety.

The NRSPP has over 80 partners including some 
of Australia’s largest companies, federal and state 
governments and charitable foundations.

The NRSPP is a knowledge bank of articles, fact sheets, 
case studies, research and discussion papers, as well as 
videos and tools to assist organisations in assessing and 
improving their road safety culture.

RAAG encourages local organisations to check out the 
NRSPP website and its extensive range of resources.

https://www.nrspp.org.au

NATIONAL ROAD SAFETY 
PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

Member profile  
Councillor Kevin Casey

Photo: mackay.qld.gov.au

mailto:admin%40raag.com.au?subject=
http://www.riotinto.com/
http://www.learn2ride.net.au/
http://www.strategicmediapartners.com.au/
https://www.nrspp.org.au
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RAAG CONTACTS:
RAAG meets on the second Thursday of each 
month - 10am at the Department of Transport 
and Main Roads, Ness Street, Mackay.
* Please note that venues are subject to change so please confirm this 
via email, if you would like to attend. 
Email: admin@raag.com.au
Postal: PO Box 3105, Mackay North, QLD 4740
Website: www.raag.com.au 

Chairman: Noel Lang 0409 588 454 
Road Safety Coordinator: Richard Incledon 0455 022 299
Vice Chairman: Brett Hoskin 
Secretary: Carol Single 
Treasurer: John Frater 
Committee Members: Graeme Ransley, Cr. Geoff Bethel,
Cr. Kev Casey, Nicole Biki

RAAG CONTACTS:
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Road Safety Tip  of  the Month :

We are approaching the horror period for road 
crashes. Mackay police have noted an increase 
in the incidence of the FATAL 5 playing a 
significant part recently in crashes around the 
Mackay region.  

SOURCE: CARRSQ

• SPEEDING – DON’T SPEED -
   STICK TO THE SPEED LIMIT 

• DON’T DRIVE UNDER THE  
  INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS

• FATIGUE - DON’T DRIVE TIRED

• DISTRACTIONS - CONTRIBUTING  
  FACTOR IN 78% OF CRASHES  
  AND 65% OF NEAR CRASHES.

• SEAT BELTS – ALWAYS BUCKLE UP

RAAG’S  FOCUS  2018 
DISTRACTED DRIVING 
THE YOUNG APPROACH

RAAG has recently received funding from The Hail Creek Mine 
Community Development Fund to develop and implement an 
innovative program targeted at young people and road safety 
issues, such as distracted driving through a school-based 
program, The Road Safety Ambassador Program. 

This program focuses on positioning two students apart of 
the school’s student leadership council to bring to light the 
continual discussion of road safety among a peer group of 
emerging drivers on Mackay roads. 

Road Safety Ambassadors will work in conjunction with RAAG 
representatives to create weekly/fortnightly presentations 
and other communications to speak with the young target 
audience. These ambassadors will also work in conjunction 
of facilitating focus group seminars, on giving a deeper 
understanding of road safety issues. 
 
This program is designed as a consistent message to young 
drivers, to create a long and sustained cultural change of 
driving behaviour in the Mackay and Bowen Basin region.

Source: CAARSQ

RAAG anticipates considerable improvements 
in road safety and fatigue reduction when 
local road projects are completed. Completion 
of Mackay Ring Road will mean a start to the 
long-awaited Walkerston Bypass, anticipated 
due to commence mid-2020.
Source:  RAAG
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